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upon inspection. Were this fact better known, cerum-inous deposits concealing the membrane and causing
deafness, would not be sent to specialists by good
physicians, so that the former may secure great repu¬
tation in restoring hearing through means of a syringe
and warm water. I have had patients travel from their
homes and back again, from Texas to Baltimore, fully
3,000 miles, to go through this operation, because the
family physician, a gentleman of very large expe¬
rience and one well-read in his profession, was not
sure of the appearances of a drum membrane, al¬
though thoroughly familiar with the book anatomy of
the hearing organ. Make it a rule, without a single
exception, to examine the external ear of every pa¬
tient who complains of deafness, and not send them
to a specialist until you are convinced that the disease
lies beyond the drum-head. The general practitioner
should be as skillful as the specialist to detect cerum-inous deposits and to remove them.
I would urge upon the profession at large to appro¬priate to their own uses the simple truths which spe¬
cial medicine has made so easily understood. Make
up your minds that as to the common diseases which
attack the eye and the ear you will become as familiar
with them as can be any specialist, and that hereafter
no mistake shall be made in the differential diagnosis
of conjunctivitis and iritis as long as a solution of
atropia can be obtained. Be firm in the determina¬
tion that if any credit or reputation is to be gained
by the restoring of. hearing through the removal of
excretions in the external auditory passage, no spe¬
cialist shall rob you, at least, of this award. In other
words, make the peculiar knowledge of the specialist
the common knowledge of the profession.
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The nineteenth century is full of achievements far
surpassing the tales of the Arabian Nights. First
among these is the printing press. In all directionsit incites rapid thinking and vigorous action. All
trades, all arts, all sciences, all professions, indeed
all callings, have been driven onward and attracted
forward by its powers. In fact this force so occupies
all our time and all our energies, that we do not
realize the spell under which we are moving. With
annuals, quarterlies, monthlies, weeklies, tri-weeklies,bi-weeklies, dailies, morning, noon and evening, we
find that even journalism taxes all our powers to keep
pace with the ever onward rush of human events. Of
the other work of the printing press we can gatherbut the most general notion. In medical journalism
proper, there are but very few that can do more than
keep track of the most notable events in certain lines
of medical work. The medical journal is greatly
influenced by the medical men among whom it cir¬
culates, and in turn largely influences both these and
others. Unquestionably it is the greatest factor of
modern medical progress.
It is in a very real sense a medical college, a post¬graduate school, a preceptor, a host of text-books,
new editions ever appearing, the old editions takingtheir honored place upon the library shelves. It is
a medical society in that it permits constant conver¬
sation and discussion between all working, thinkingpractitioners of every age, language and degree of
medical accomplishment. It encourages the most
frequent meetings of all members of the great med¬
ical profession. In short, it is the great unifier of
the past and present, the diffuser of all new factsT
new thoughts, all new and better appliances for the
study of the human body and for the relief of its de¬
rangements. It at once gives to all that which any
one person has found helpful or useful in his fight
with disease and death. It enables thus the profes¬
sion to move onward as one man in the pursuit of its-
high calling. As medical journalists, it is worth our
while to occasionally consider the history of this,
mighty power, if perchance it may help us in our
endeavors to so shape activities as to gain the highest,good possible under existing circumstances. Suchis my object at the present time. I desire to present,
some facts relating to the history of medical journal¬ism in America in the hope that they may suggestlines of more useful endeavor in the future.
For many of my facts I am indebted to the cour¬
tesy of Dr. J. S. Billings, the able chief of the library
of the Surgeon General's office, U. S. A. Portions
of this data appeared in the Boston Medical Journal
Jan. 2, 1879, ano- *-ne American Jou7-nal of MedicalScience for 1876. The rest has been gathered from
files of medical journals since accumulating in theLibrary of the Surgeon General, and such other
sources as were accessible to me. I do not flatter
myself that I have collected all the medical journals
of the United States, but I have obtained all that I
could, and think that but few have escaped my atten¬
tion.
The first medical journal1 published according to.
Dr. Billings was issued at Paris in 1679. It was ed¬ited by Nicholas de Blegny, who seems to have been " a
good bit of a charlatan." This journal was trans¬
lated into both Latin and German. In the United
States the first medical journal printed was the trans¬
lation and selection from the "Journal de Medicine
Militare," issued in Paris from 1782 to 1788. It
was published in New York about 1790.
The first American medical journal was " The
1 "Les Nouvelles D\l=e'\couvertessur toutes les parties de la M\l=e'\decine.Recueillies en Annie 1679, par N. D. B., 12 mo. Paris 1679." Continued thefollowing year as "Le Temple d'Esculape." In 1681 it appeared as
"Journal des Nouvelles D\l=e'\couvertes,Concernant les Sciences et les Artsqui font partie de la M\l=e'\decine"12 mo. 631. Dr. J. S. Billings.
Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a Carleton University User  on 06/18/2015
Medical Repository," a quarterly edited by S. L.
Mitchell, Edward Miller and E. H. Smith, New
York, 1797-1824. Of the twenty-three volumes of
this journal, Dr. Billings says "they are well worthy
of a place in the library of the physician of to-day."
From that day to this New York has never lacked
one or more medical journals.
The second American medical journal was the
Philadelphia Medical Museum, edited by Dr. Coxe
from 1804-1811. Baltimore gave us the third medi¬
cal journal, the Baltimore Medical and Physical Re¬
corder, edited by Dr. Tobias Watkins, 1808-9. The
first medical journal of Boston was the New England
Journal of Medicine and Surgery, 1812-27. It De~
ganas a quarterly, and in 1828 was consolidated with
The Boston Medical Intelligencer, forming a weekly,
The Boston Medical and SurgicalJournal, which has
continued to the present time.
The American Journal of Medical Sciences began
as the Philadelphia Journal of the Medical and Phys¬
ical Sciences in 1830. If is said to have been started
by Dr. N. Chapman under the stimulus of the phrase
of Sidney Smith, " Who reads an American Book?"
A new series began in 1825, which continued till 1827,
when Dr. Isaac Hays took charge and gave it its
present name. Since then its editorship has contin¬
ued in the hands of Dr. Hays and his son. Through¬
out its entire history it has exerted a wide and lastinginfluence for good upon the best medical thought and
work. Its contributors and its readers have long in¬
cluded the very best minds of the English speaking
medical profession. It would be hard to find a med¬
ical scholar who would confess that he did not read
the American Journal of'Medical Sciences. West of
the Alleghanies the first medical journal was the
Western Quarterly Reporter of Medical and Surgical
and Natural Science, 1822-23, Cincinnati, O.
The Transylvania Journal of Medicine was the first
Kentucky medical journal published in Lexington,
1828-39. West of the Mississippi the first journal
was the St. Louis Medical and SurgicalJournal, 1843
to the present.
In the south the first medical journal was published
at New Orleans, 1831, theJournal de la Société Méd¬
icale de la Nouvelle Orleans. The most importantjournal was the New Orleans Medical and Surgical
Journal, which was continued from 1844 to the
present. The oldest existing medical journal of Cal¬ifornia is the Pacific Medical Journal, 1858 to the
present.
From these beginnings have come a multitude of
medical journals of all sizes, shapes, and prices, ani¬
mated with very diverse aims, and edited and pub¬lished with as diverse ability and care. Altogether
the entire number of titles of medical journals startedprevious to February, 1884,13509.
.
Of these 136 are
now current. 373 have passed over to the silent land.
'The accompanying tablef gives the beginnings and
endings of these journals in periods of four years, ex¬
cept the last period, which includes six years. It will
be observed by this table that periods of great com¬
mercial depression are marked by a diminution in the
number of journals started. Thus, from 1812 to 1816
but one journal is started, while in the four previous
years there had been six, and during the four follow¬ing years there were seven. The same remark applies
to other periods of similar commercial disaster. Since
the recovery from the panic of 1873, the multiplica¬
tion of medical journals has been unprecedented.
Thus, from 1878 to February, 1884, we have 173
started. The mortality was also terrible, being 106.
It seems from these facts evident that the number of
new medical journals bears a definite relationship to
the general prosperity of the country.
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To the total number of medical journals ceased as given above, must be
added thirty-seven. These could not be given in the table as the data did
not permit me to separate the regular from the irregular. The summary
will then stand thus :
Feb.
378 Regular.begun.1797-1884
56 Homœopathic. " "
ig Botanic.
"
"
46 Eclectic. " "
509 Total.
234 Regular.ceased.1797-1884
48 Homœopathic. " "
19 Botanic. " "
35 Eclectic. . "
37 Some ofeach. ". " 1879
.1797-1884373 Total. ".
135 Current
It is also apparent that of all medical journals
started but few are long lived. Most die young,
some very young, as the following table* shows.
Thus taking the period commencing Jan., 1879, an<i
ending Feb., 1884, there were commenced titles of
129 regular medical journals. Of these, five issued
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but one number, twenty-five did not complete the
first volume, thirty-seven did not go beyond the first
volume, forty-seven did not go beyond the second
volume, while but eighty were current at the end of
the period. The same remark holds true of the
irregular medical journals. Or taking all medicaljournals, of all kinds, since the settling of the coun¬
try and we have a total of 509 titles started. Of these
twenty-six did not issue more than one number,
seventy-three did not complete the first volume,
161 did not go beyond one volume, 105 did not go
beyond two volumes :
Mortality Statistics of Medical Jour¬
nals from 1879 to Feb., 1884, of those
started during this period.
Regular.
Homœopathic.
Eclectic.
Chemistry and Pharmacy .Dental.
Veterinary Medicine.
Total..
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Perhaps the first thought of one interested in med¬
ical journalism on the learning of these facts, is, why
are so many journals so short lived ? The answer to
this query is not so simple as it seems. It calls for
an analysis of the motives that induce men to start
and maintain medical journals. If the object be ac¬
complished by one number, surely it were Utopian
to expect the journal to continue longer. If the ex¬
perience obtained during the issue of a journal for
one year has sufficed to convince its projectors that
their end could not be reached in this manner, it is
plain why the journal should be discontinued. Or,if it should be proved by an experience of two years
that the attainment of the end sought by the publi¬
cation of a medical journal is more costly as to
money, time, friends, etc., than the end would be
worth, then surely the journal must stop. As will
appear, many of the motives influencing the starting
of medical journals are of this temporary sort, and
hence the journals are correspondingly short lived.
The study of the medical journals of the United
States, as arranged by States, is of considerable in¬
terest. In the accompanying table* they are so ar¬
ranged, giving also the total number started in eachState, the number now current, and the number that
has ceased.
We find that thirty-one States and Territories
are represented by medical journals. Of these,
New York produces the largest number, viz., 125;
Pennsylvania follows with 63, barely more than
half; next is Ohio, with 49; then Illinois, with 29;
Missouri, with 24; Massachusetts, with 22; Ken¬
tucky and Michigan, with 21 each ; Maryland, with
18; Louisiana, with 17; Virginia, with 15; Ten¬
nessee and Georgia, with 14 each; Indiana, 13 ; Cal¬ifornia, 10; Texas, 6; South Carolina, Kansas, Iowa,
and District of Columbia, 5 each ; Arkansas, Maine,
and Minnesota, 3 each ; North Carolina and Oregon,
2 each ; West Virginia, Vermont, and New Hamp¬
shire, but 1 each.
* TOTAL NUMBER OF MEDICAL JOURNALS OF THE
UNITED STATES, ARRANGED BY STATES.
Arkansas.California.
Colorado.
Connecticut.
District of Columbia
Georgia.
Illinois..
Indiana.
Iowa.
Kansas.
Kentucky.Louisiana.
Maine.
Maryland.
Massachusetts.
Michigan.
Minnesota.
Missouri.
New Hampshire..
New Jersey.
New York.
North Carolina...
Ohio.
Oregon.
Pennsylvania.South Carolina....
Tennessee.
Texas.
Vermont.
Virginia.West Virginia.
Total 31 States- 509
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Even a casual glance at these facts shows that the
greatest number of medical journals has sprung upin those States having the largest amount of trade.
In order, these are New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio,Illinois, Missouri, and Massachusetts. Here we find
the great cities of commerce—New York, Brooklyn,Albany, Buffalo, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Chicago,St. Louis, and Boston. In a smaller way other com¬
mercial centres have produced their share of medicaljournals.
It is plain that where men are gathered for large
and extensive commercial ends, there will be found
the largest number and most important medical jour¬
nals. The philosophy of this is not at all intricate.
It is here that the largest financial, social, scientific
and professional rewards are to be had for the high¬
est practical knowledge and skill. As men go to
these places for rare and choice merchandise, so they
go there for the most expensive and celebrated med¬ical and surgical aid. Hence men best able to meet
these demands are attracted to these places. To still
further exercise their powers, and to reach and attract
a larger clientage, these write much for the benefit of
their professional brethren. These writings call for
medical journals by which they may be widely scat¬
tered. If needful, either they establish medicaljournals or cause their establishment. According totheir wisdom in making their foundations temporary
or permanent, so is the life of the journals long or
short.
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Competition between the profession of these com¬
mercial centres is so sharp, that only those of excep¬
tional advantages as to capital of money, culture,brains or social position can hope to win. None
ever reaches a great supremacy over all his compet¬
itors, so the struggle never ends, but continues till
the powers are exhausted or death ends the scene.
Large expense of living calls for large returns from
work done. These returns are best secured from dif¬
ficult or dangerous cases. To obtain many of these
it is needful that the powers of individual doctors be
made known to the profession. Hence the neces¬
sity of medical journals to carry a knowledge of these
powers to the rank and file of the profession. 'Tis
not uncommon for doctors to figure up the direct
financial return from the publication or an article
describing a new operation, etc. Where the finan¬
cial pressure is greatest there will be the greatest in¬
ducement to relieve that pressure by such labor as
has a money value. Where professional competition
is sharpest for the securing of difficult cases there
will be the greatest demand for medical journals
which reach the greatest number of physicians scat¬
tered over the largest extent of country and readily
accessible by lines of travel.
The same conditions are a stimulus to the phy¬
sician who delights to overcome difficulties for the
satisfaction of being conqueror. In a smaller degree
every smaller centre for publishing medical journals
feels the influence of the same principles of human
activity. No doubt other agencies are at work in all
places, and peculiar ones in particular towns, but
these in no wise conflict with the ones mentioned.
Nor do they at all controvert the fact that the perma¬
nent home of the best medical journals is in the po¬
litical and commercial centres of the United States.
As to the character of the medical journals the
accompanying table is of interest.1 This shows that
from Jan., 1879, to Feb., 1884, inclusive, medicaljournals were started in twenty-five states. In each
:Medical Journals in the U. S. started
from Jan. 1879 t0 Feb. 1884, ar¬
ranged by States and character of
Journals.
Arkansas.
California.
Connecticut.
Colorado.
District of Columbia.
Georgia.Illinois.
Indiana.
Iowa.
Kansas.
Kentucky.
Louisiana.
Maine.
Maryland.Massachusetts.
Michigan.innesota.
Missouri.
New Jersey.NewYork.
Ohio.
Pennsylvania.Texas.
Tennessee.
Virginia.
Total Twenty-five States.
Excluding the Journals on Chemistry and Pharmacy—on Dentistry andVeterinary Medicine, the total of Medical Journals started was 146.
one of the twenty-five, one or more regular journals
were started. In six States Homœopathic journals
were started, and in four Eclectic. The States start¬
ing Homoeopathic journals are Illinois,Michigan, Mis¬
souri, New York, Pennsylvania and Texas. One
Eclectic journal was begun in each of the followingStates, viz., Georgia, Indiana, Massachusetts and
New York. Illinois began four Homœopathic jour¬
nals, New York three, Michigan and Missouri each
two, Pennsylvania and Texas each one. From thisit would appear that the States in which Homœopathic
and Eclectic journalism has been the most active
during the past six years are Georgia, Illinois, Indi¬
ana, Massachusets, Michigan, Missouri, New York,
Pennsylvania, and Texas. It will be noticed that
these States are of great commercial importance and
activity. Judging by this alone it would seem as if
the influence of commercial centres tended to the
development and propagation of "Isms." Is it true
that the pressure brought to bear upon the professionin such centres turns the brains of many to the popu¬
lar " Isms ?" Certain it is that the facts point to this
conclusion. Historically the great cities of the pasthave been the centres of the first development of
those departures from truth and virtue which have
ruined prosperous empires, carrying down scientific
medicine and the liberal arts. Are we to expect that
the influence of the medical journalism of the great
commercial centres is to permeate the entire mass of
the profession in other States ? Certainly, if the same
causes continue to operate. Will they continue to
operate? It remains for the profession to determine
this. If illegally educated doctors by the thousand
are yearly turned loose in the ranks of the profession
until competition becomes so sharp that few can
make a fair living by honest logical methods of pro¬
cedure, then such journals will rise all over the land,
even more abundantly than in the States in which
they now exist. At least they will do so until some
new "Ism" enters the field to tickle popular fancy
and open up another way of making a living. Bear¬
ing upon this question is the fact exhibited by the
careers of the Botanic medical journals. Nineteen
of these have started and nineteen have died. The
period of their rise and fall is included between
1828 and 1862. All there was of good in them was
absorbed by the medical profession and the rest so
shrunk that there was no call for a distinctive repre¬
sentation among the medical journals.
In the earliest development of medical journals it
appears that they bore a close relation to medical
colleges. The publication by the colleges of the
theses of their students, permitted the professors to
make a statement before each thesis not to exceed
sixteen pages. This gave professors a chance to
publish some of their writings, as the subject-matter
of their prefaces was not required to correspond with
the subject of the thesis. But other doctors had no
such means of reaching the profession, as usually theprofessors preferred to occupy all the space them¬
selves. Hence the doctors were compelled to pub¬
lish their own articles at their own expense. Later,
as the medical journal became more definitely formed,it was mostly in the hands of college men. But in
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the lapse of time the pressing duties and other en¬
gagements of the professors became such that med¬
ical journals little by little fell into the hands of out¬
siders. At the present time only the newer and less
stable medical colleges possess an organ in the shape
of a medical journal.
Medical societies have also exerted a large in¬
fluence in developing medical journals. Just how
large this influence has been is difficult to determine.
Indirectly it has operated in this direction by awak¬
ening a desire on the part of individuals to learn the
views of particular men as presented in medical society
gatherings. This desire called for the publication
of the records of the meetings in the form of transac¬tions. Usually if the society be large and have butyearly meetings, a single volume is issued at periods
of a year. The permanent additions to our medical
literature by these volumes have been large. Still
all that is of real value to the reading medical publicis now given to the profession months before the ap¬
pearance of the volumes of transactions. Hence
these volumes have come to be the repositories of
details and elaborate articles, as such can find no
place in the general medical journals.
Meantime, some societies have adopted the methods
of the medical journal in the publication of their
transactions. Perhaps the most successful of thesejournals is that published by the British Medical As¬
sociation. Edited with great ability it has gradually
won for itself and the organization it represents, the
admiration and respect of the thousands who weekly
reads its pages. The process by which this brilliant
result was reached was a slow one, but it has demon¬
strated that it is possible for a large medical society
to successfully organize and conduct a medicaljournal.
The Journal of the American Medical Asso¬
ciation is now passing through the first stages of
a similar development under less favorable circum¬
stances. Like its English brother, it has already been
subjected to sharp criticism, it has had to meet the
envy, jealousy, and disappointed ambition of disap¬pointed persons and localities, but we have no doubt
that in the end it will surmount all these obstacles,
and have a future even more brilliant than its English
brother.
Brooklyn, N. Y., has for several years given us two
excellent society medical journals, the "Proceedings
of the Kings County Medical Society" and the " An¬
nals of the Anatomical Society." Unfortunately,both have suspended publication for the present.
But however it may be that some medical societies
may successfully conduct medical journals, it still re¬
mains true that the problem of medical journalism
of the future does not admit of its best solution in
this manner. The organizations are too unstable for
the maintenance of permanent medical journals.
In examining for the causes which have led to the
rapid and widespread multiplication of medical jour¬
nals, we find them as numerous as the several classes
of journals started.One class, and that a large one, owes its existence
to the desire of some person or persons to start a
medical college, or to advance its supposed interests.
It would perhaps be easy for individuals in each State
to name the journals started for this purpose. But
generally the purpose of these journals is so evident
that all must recognize it. There are two ways by
which these journals operate. The first and most
creditable way is for the managers of the journals to
incite a scientific and literary activity among all the
persons interested in the proposed or existing medical
college. The publication of excellent material in ajournal emanating from any particular city directs
the attention of the readers of the journal to this
city, to these men, to this journal and this college.
So long as this work is honestly done and the con¬
duct of the journal creditable in all other respects,
it is regarded with good-will by even such as differfrom it in its ultimate aims. Unquestionably a large
amount of scientific and literary work has been done
under this stimulus which otherwise would have re¬
mained undone. On the whole, we think that suchjournals have earned the substantial regard of theprofession.
But, especially in the past, a portion of these jour¬
nals have operated in quite a different manner. They
have devoted time and energy to the making of rep¬
resentations respecting themselves more creditable
than the truth would warrant, and in attacking the
persons and reputation of their rivals, real or sup¬
posed. The work of these journals makes a sorry
spectacle to the medical student of past journalism.
In this sort of journalism, personalities of the most
bitter nature were often exhibited. Fortunately, the.
progress of events has removed most of these excres¬
cences of medical journalism, and we may indulge the
hope that they may never reappear.
Another class of medical journals sprang from thedesire of some person to attack his real or supposed
enemies without restraint. Perhaps the most noted
example of this class is that of the "Rush Light,"
published in New York in 1800 by William Corbettr
under the pseudonym of Peter Porcupine, for the
vinification of Dr. Benjamin Rush. Only seven num¬
bers were published and only two bore the imprint of
the place of publication. The last two were printedin London.
Another class of medical journals came from thedesire of some person or persons to extend their repu¬
tation in certain lines of practice. This desire has
given us many very excellent journals which we could
ill afford to lose. They have gleaned the best the
world has to give in knowledge or skill in certainlines of work and presented it to the profession in a
compact readable form. The special disadvantage
of these publications is that they are unstable. Gen¬
erally they are discontinued as soon as their projector
has established sufficient reputation and practice so
that he can accomplish his wishes without this addi¬
tional labor and expense. In so far as we hare
known they are usually published at a pecuniary loss
to the individuals publishing them. The reason for
this lies in the fact that their circulation is small and
their expense great.
Within the past few years, manufacturers of drugs
and chemicals, etc., have become the owners of
medical journals, with the view of bringing their
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products more clearly to the notice of the profession.
For years they have practically supported medicaljournals by the money they have paid for their ad¬
vertisements. In this manner they have practically
controlled, in so far as they desired, the utterances
of a considerable portion of medical journals upon
subjects in which they had a special interest. Henceit was but a step to run a journal wholly in their own
interests. Some excellent medical journals are now
conducted on this basis. It does not appear that
they are more subservient to the manufacturers' de¬
sires than those journals who carry large advertise¬
ments for the same manufacturers. Besides, most of
the manufacturers have been shrewd enough to see
that if they reached the ear and pockets of the pro¬
fession, they must do it by obtaining and keeping
their confidence. To obtain this confidence has
been a difficult task, but that it can be done "The
Ephemeris " of Dr. Squibb is abundant proof. Of
course the danger of this class of medical journals
lies in the possibility that the powerful influence of
the capitalist may end in bending the journals to
their present interests irrespective of the real facts
and future profit. But this will doubtless correct it¬
self, in that it will soon appear that any course other
than a strictly fair and honest one will at last be sui¬
cidal both to the journal and the manufacturer.
Another class of medical journals has grown up
in connection with the publication of medical books.
Firms having large numbers of medical books to sell
have found it to their advantage to publish medicaljournals. In this manner they have better been able
to place their books before the individual physician.
As a rule, these have been the best of medical jour¬
nals. It would not be profitable to attempt to sell a
good book by the publication of a low grade medicaljournal. As the value of the best medical books be¬
comes more apparent, so will this class of medical
publications come to the front. This class draws its
contributions from a wide source and contains very
much of the best material published. Large capital
sustains them and large financial interests depend
upon the excellence of their management. Hence
it is reasonable to look to these for the best medical
journals of the future.
A distinct profession of medical editors has not as
yet been developed. Few even gain their living by
acting as both editors and publishers. Some possiblylive entirely by their editorial work, but their num¬ber is extremely small. A number get some pay in
money for their work, but most get nothing. Not a
few pay considerable sums for the chance of acting
as editors. Most get simply the books and journals
received in exchange. Hence as a rule medical edi¬
tors get their living by the practice of medicine,
their editorial duties being performed in the intervals
of their regular daily work. Unquestionably medicaljournals as a whole suffer from this condition of
things, but the remedy for it is not yet apparent.
When medical colleges shall be able to pay each
teacher, so that he can devote his entire life to study
and teaching, then perhaps medical journals will be
able to pay their editors sufficient to enable them to
devote their entire energies to the conduct of their
respective medical journals. As the day for the
former seems far distant, so that of the latter is not
near at hand.
The influence and power of medical journals de¬
pend largely upon their subscription lists. It is a
difficult subject upon which to collect reliable data ;
still, it is certain that the paying subscription lists of
most medical journals is small. A few issue from
1,000 to several thousand copies of each number to
paying individual subscribers. But more issue less
than 1,000, and not an inconsiderable number less
than 500. Of course larger editions are issued, but
several hundreds are sent to book-publishers, adver¬
tisers, exchanges, and deadheads. The reason why
it is so difficult to get accurate information in regard
to exact circulation, is that upon this circulation,
real or unreal, is based the estimated value of the ad¬
vertising pages. To confess a small circulation,
would at once discourage advertisers from paying so
large a price as is asked for the advertising columns.
Still, the advertising value of a medical journal can¬
not be accurately estimated from even the exact num¬
ber of copies mailed to paying subscribers. Much
depends upon the persons who read the journal, and
the confidence they repose in its statements. Shrewd
advertisers recognize this fact, and upon it base their
estimate of the relative value of advertisements in
different medical journals. The roar of a lion will
arouse more attention in a given community than the
bleating of a lamb.
The history of the past ninety years shows that the
number of medical journals with large subscription
lists is constantly increasing. While none are able
to maintain a continued prosperity without adver¬
tisements, it is to be expected that advertisements
will have a decreasing influence upon the utterances
of the editorial pages. A large subscription list is
the only condition of escape from all bondage in this
respect. Being wholly free from any bondage to the
advertising pages, these pages would still remain both
a source of increased income to the journal and of
instruction to all its readers, in matters pertaining to
the preparations produced by the arts of chemistry
and pharmacy. But it has always seemed to us that
in the pages of the real medical journal-of the high¬
est class, no advertisements of preparations would
find a place which the reader of the journal might
not prescribe with the feeling that he was doing that
which would encourage both medical and pharma¬
ceutical art.
The prices of medical journals have presented a
curious spectacle, one worthy of careful study. Just
now medical journalism is passing through an epi¬
demic of cheap medical journals. I do not use the
word "cheap" simply in the money sense, but in
every sense—cheap in price, from $1 to nothing, and
even paying the purchaser for taking them ; cheap in
make-up, in paper, in press-work, cheap in editorial
work, and cheap in contributed articles. Thesejournals have had a large patronage, by appealing to
that thrift which eagerly seeks to get things for less
than their actual value, and by that self-complacency
which makes its owner believe that through this slight
expenditure of money, and effort to read and brains
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to understand, he can keep fully posted as to the
changes taking place in the medical world. Farther,
this style of medical journalism has led to the prop¬
agation of much nonsense respecting the calls of the
"busy practitioner" for brief articles. This call for
brief articles has just this truth in it, which saves it
from being an unmitigated falsehood, viz.: The
shortest space in which thought and facts can be
clearly and forcibly set forth, is just the space each
article should occupy. Many excellent articles do
occupy far more space. But, on the other hand, a
large proportion of the so-called brief articles con¬
tain absolutely nothing worthy the attention of any
studious medical man. Then, the busiest men in the
profession are those who not only find time to read
all the long articles in all the medical journals which
have a bearing upon their studies and practice, but
they also find time to write long articles for medical
societies and medical journals, and even to write our
very best medical books. The " cant " of those who
"boom" the cheap medical literature is harmful to
all concerned, unless it is discounted at its actual
value. It is a settled principle that in trade men
usually get only that for which they pay. They may
be deceived and get less, but not more. Hence, it
may be understood by every intelligent physician that
when he subscribes for a 50-cent journal he will get
50 cents' worth, just as when he subscribes for a $5journal he will get $5 worth. Occasionally, it is
true, that far more than the subscription value isgiven by a medical journal, because the proprietor
has quite other ends to attain than the simple pub¬
lishing of a journal for the returns by subscriptions.
An illustration of this is seen in the Ephemeris, by
Dr. Squibb. It is sent to those who wish it, for noth¬
ing. His object is simply to advertise his goods, by
educating physicians as to their exact nature andpeculiar virtues. Other excellent journals are pub¬
lished in a similar manner. The publishers get their
pay for their publications by the sale of their goods.
These are, however, exceptions, and so serve to prove
the rule as old as the world and based upon commer¬
cial principles. We regard this epidemic of cheap
medical literature as short-lived, and as a needful
preliminary to the further development of the best
sort of medical journalism. It is making a demon¬
stration of an unfruitful field of medical journal
labor. A cheap medical journal may be a good
thing for the waste-basket, but it is not a product to
which its owner will in the future point with pride,
as it stands upon his library shelves. Its existence
will serve to induce the publishers of the best sort of
medical journals to furnish their products at as low a
price as is consistent with excellence of work. It
also shows the folly of attempting to cover even a
small field of medical science regularly for 50 cents
a year, more or less by a few cents.
Such are some of the facts relating to the growth
of American medical journals. In truth these jour¬
nals will compare favorably with the medical journals
of any country. We have some good as the best,
we have many poor, but it does not appear that we
have the poorest. Many have been stranded by the
progress of events, their history remaining to teach
us the mistakes of their founders and conductors.
Considering the crudities by which all such enter¬prises are surrounded at their beginning in a new
country, it is surprising that the United States has
made so good a record. As a whole our medicaljournals have advocated the right and labored for
what they regarded as professional advancement. If
they are to be compared with their allies in making
and moulding medical thought and progress, medical
colleges and medical societies, we think that medicaljournals have no occasion to be downcast. But com¬
parison is unprofitable. Each has done its part more
or less imperfectly but still so as to gain the general
commendation of all real workers for medical pro¬
gress. But what of the future ? Does the past ninety
years of medical journalism give any hint as to the
medical journalism of the future? In a general way,
yes; as to details, no.
In a general way, judging from the facts presented
and suggested, we venture to suggest some general
principles along which the medical journals must
move.
i. A great many different persons having diverse
aims will endeavor to originate and conduct medicaljournals. Of these the fittest will survive, those who
can teach best through medical journals, the largest
number of practitioners and investigators. In this
manner the best available talent for editorial work
will find its fitting field. A medical editor like a
poet is born and not made. Only by the fullest lib¬
erty can he find his fitting work.
2. The largest and most influential medical jour¬
nals will develop in the great commercial centres.
Those of less power in the lesser cities. All these
will at last so be established that it will become a
matter of such difficulty to start new journals at every
new cross-road, that few will care to undertake the
task.
3. With increase of wealth and power the great
medical journals will be able to pay their editors
such salaries that they can afford to devote all their
time and energies to the conduct of their severaljournals. This will result in the formation of a pro¬
fession of medical journalists. As reporters, as cor¬
respondents, as editorial writers, etc., a corps of
many workers will be found under each editor.
Those exhibiting greatest fitness for editorial work
will in turn take their places at the head of medicaljournals. Thus will medical journalists attain their
highest teaching power, and an influence unsur¬passed by any class of instructors in the profession.
4. The medical journals of the future will more
and more be separated from medical colleges, med¬
ical societies, and all other corporate bodies that in
any way cripple their perfect independence to work,
and think, and speak for the great masses of the
medical profession. This separation will be an in¬
dication that the best days of medical journalism are
approaching, and that the conductors of these jour¬
nals have recognized the elements of best success in
medical journalism. Being thus perfectly independ¬
ent of any particular body of men or special interests,
medical journals will be able to speak for all
interests in so far as they tend to the common good
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and to condemn all that are opposed to the common
good.
5. The advertising columns of the medical journal
of the future will have less and less iufluence over
the utterances of the editorial pages. One of the
sad things of past medical journalism is the prostitu¬
tion of the reading pages to the supposed interests of
the advertising columns. Secular journals have
sinned in this, respect, but medical journals cannot
be called spotless. But the future medical journal of
greatest power for good in the profession, will show
itself without stain even in every advertising page, as
well as reading matter proper.
6. The advertising columns of the best medicaljournal of the future will contain a notice of nothing
which shall not be free to every pharmacist to manu¬
facture, as free as the formulas of the pharmacopoeia.
This will exclude all proprietary and copyrighted
medicines of every sort. It will serve to encourage
skillful and learned pharmacists to work with and for
the medical profession directly, and so stimulate the
best growth of the science and art of chemistry,pharmacy and medicine. Each respecting the rights
of all other workers, will contribute their utmost to
the advancement of common interests. If reduced
to their proper number and supported by the medical
profession as a whole, the medical journals could af¬
ford to take this step in the direction of freedom in
all that pertains to the materials of the medical art.
7. The medical journals of the future will be able
to pay more and more for the contributions to their
pages as well as to their editors. This will encourage
every struggling practitioner to make the most of all
the material at his disposal. It will also place the
editor in such a position that he can refuse all articles
that have not decidedly positive merit in them. In
this manner a vast amount of worthless trash will be
prevented from cumbering the libraries of the future.
Money compensation for all work done on a medicaljournal will sift the good from the poor, and obtain
the very best the profession can produce with a min¬
imum of the worst.
8. How shall we reach this end ? It strikes me
that it will be best to let experience do most of the
teaching. The past shows that it is impossible to
persuade a man that he is unfit to run a medicaljournal, until he has convinced himself by trying.
The more who try, the more will there be of the
class who know themselves unfit for medical editor¬
ship. Colleges have largely learned already that a
college "organ" does not pay. Hence they have
largely dropped this method of advancing the in¬
terests of their schools. Others who start medicaljournals to build up special interests will ultimately
find that these interests would have been better
served by not starting a journal. Naturally they will
drop it.
Then as the conviction grows in the profession,
that eminence and power in the profession must be
earned by honest hard work, so will there be less
inducement for the starting of numerous medical
periodicals.
Beyond a doubt, years of prosperity will in the
future as in the past be attended by a large crop of
new medical journals, and years of depression by a
small crop. But out of it all shall surely rise the
medical journals of the future—journals in all true
senses independent of all influences not tending to
the uplifting of the medical profession to the highestposition attainable for it—journals that in pure En¬glish shall represent the finest scholarship of the cen¬
tury—the truest manhood, the honesty and courage
to speak the truth as occasion shall call for it without
favor or fear of any college, advertiser, or clique of
men of any sort—journals that shall not only fully
and fairly represent the past and present condition of
medical science and art, but shall inspire enthusiasmin all their readers to struggle for the best attain¬
ments possible in the future.
103 Cass St., Detroit, Mich.
PHTHISIS\p=m-\ITS SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT.
BY J. P. MILLER, M.D., BUCKHANNON, W. VA.
Read in the Section of Practice of Medicine and Materia Medica,
May, 1884.
At this, the noon of micro-organific light, it would
be a breach of order in medical authorship to touch
the intra-thorax without a temerarious parade of
one's knowledge of the bacillus tuberculosis. But in
these halcyon days of elaborate reviews, retrospects,
weekly couriers, records, bulletins, and budgets,
almost universally distributed to members of the
profession through the advertising and enterprising
ingenuity of medical publishers, few, if any, of us
could come here other than replete with knowledge
and opinion of this much-discussed organism.To dispel the incubus of your apprehensions I
shall begin by promising not to subject you to thetedium of a bacteriologist. Though not assuming
such proportions, I shall not avoid a casual notice ofthis " idea of the season."
When Koch, the great apostle of bacterian pathology,
made known the results of his investigation inBerlin a few years ago, in less than forty-eight hoursthe contents of his paper were telegraphed to the
world, the important part of which, and that which
defined his position, said: "The active agent in the
causation and propagation of tuberculosis is a dis¬
tinct species of bacterium—a bacillus. Tuberculosis
does not occur without the presence of these organ¬
isms, and conversely, no disease should be regarded
tuberculosis * * * without the presence and
vital activity of this bacillus."Out of 150 tubercular specimens at various stages
of development, Spina did not find bacilli in one.
Dr. H. B. Formad,1 with the view of proving ordisproving the position of Koch, utilized tubercular
material from the autopsy table of over 400 cases,
the result of which was the conclusion on his part
that tuberculosis is not a contagious disease.
In the nature of things it involves so many ques-
1 Journal American Medical Association, Feb. 9, 1884.
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